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'Tis our sole business and affair
To sell our lives dear, then succumb.
And thus await our martyrdom,                                             11,4-80
Since it is sent to us by God.
Now we are in the rightful road,
Since through His goodness He bestows
The goal that we all sought and chose.
Here lies our rightful recompense."
The ranks were ranged for the defense j
And now the Turkish troops drew nigh.
Our men kept their legs solidly
And firmly fixed, deep in the sand,
Each with his leveled lance in hand,                                      11,490
All ready for the foe to come.
THE SARACENS  ATTACK WITH   FURY
The squadrons of base pagandom
Now charged, and with such impetus
And fury hurled themselves at us
That if our men had flinched, 'tis true
That their charge would have broken through j
And in each of the squadrons were
A thousand Turks, unless I err.25
When they had got so close that they
Could see our men would not give way,                               11,500
They veered their course, and rode along
Our line. Our arbalesters flung
Their bolts. The Turks dared not remain,
For these bolts stretched them on the plain,
Striking and wounding beasts and men;
And then their squadrons charged again,
Rode swiftly over the same ground,
Then stopped and veered and wheeled around.
And they charged several times this way.
When the king's men perceived that they                            11,510
25 The Ittnerarium (p. 417) gives seven squadrons of 1,000 each.